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Postcards with music by The Beatles

MouToBble OTKPbITKMU C My3blikoi "Butns"

Local sound-recording studios, along with big-sized flexible
records, also recorded voice messages and music on ordinary
postcards, especially for this purpose, covered with a celluloid
layer.

Given that sound-recording studios existed in almost every city,
and sometimes there was more than one studio in the city, it
can be assumed that there were a great many of such
postcards. And some of them are still preserved in the home
archives. The buyer chose the postcard he liked and indicated
which song from the studio catalogue to record onto it.

So, the author of these lines, being in the summer of 1971 at a
training camp in the town of Pitsunda, acquired the first Beatles
"record" in his life = choosing a beautiful colorful postcard with
views of Sochi, asked to record an unknown stunning song that
was was playing at that time from the speaker of a small sound-
recording pavilion looking like a newspaper stall. After a while it
turned out that the song's title is Can't Buy Me Love, and The
Beatles band from England sings. Unfortunately this postcard
did not survive to this day.

Also, in some sound-recording studios, it was possible to buy
postcards to which small one-sided flexible records made of
polyvinylchloride film were attached, with already recorded
music numbers. They didn't carry any catalogue or matrix
numbers, and there was no information about the music
recorded on them.

Several examples of such flexible postcards-records on the
Beatles theme are presented below. Their size is almost the
same - approximately 10 x 15 cm [3.9 x 5.9 inches], unless
otherwise indicated. Measurements show that the diameter of
such records (if we talk about the workspace) varies between
9.1 and 10.0 cm [3.6 and 3.9 inches]. All currently known
flexible postcards-records have a speed of 33 1/3 rpm. But they
should be reproduced on players which have disabling of auto
stop and using a corundum stylus intended for 78 rpm records.

MecCTHble CTyAMM 3BYyKO3anucu, Hapsay C 60abwunMu rubkumu
nnacTUHKaMu, 3anucbiBasau roI0COBble COOBLEHUS U My3blKY
TakKXXe W Ha O06blyHble MNOYTOBble OTKPbITKM (KapTOukwu),
crneumnanbHO ANS 3TOro NOKPbITble CI0EM Lennynovaa.

YuuTbiBasi, 4TO CTyAWM 3BYKO3anwWcu CyLECTBOBaaM MOYTU B
KaXaoM ropoae, a nopoi B ropoae 6bina He oAHa CTyAUsi, MOXHO
NpeanonoXunTb, YTO TaKMX OTKPLITOK GbII0 BEMKOE MHOXECTBO.
N HekoTOpoe WX KOMMYEeCTBO [0 CUX MOp COXPaHWIOCb B
AOMalHWX apxuBax. [lokynaTenb Bbl6Mpan MNOHPaBMBLLYHOCS
OTKPbITKY M yKasblBas, KaKyl MecHio U3 Katasora cTyamu Ha Heé
3anucarb.

Tak, aBToOp 3TW CTpPoK, byayum netom 1971 roga Ha CNOPTUBHbBIX
cbopax B r. luuyHae, nNpuobpén nepByld B CBOEN >XWU3HMU
"nnactuHky" "Butn3" - BbIGpaB KpacuBYy LIBETACTYH0 OTKPbITKY
c Bupgamm r. Couu, nonMpocun 3anucaTb HEWU3BECTHYIO
CHorcwmnbaTenbHyl0 MecHl, 3By4YaBlWyl B 3TO BpPeMsA U3
ANHaMMKa MasieHbKoro naBWSIbOHA 3BYKO3amnucu, MOXOXero Ha
raseTtHbil Knock. CO BpeMeHeM BbIICHUIOCb, YTO NecHs
Ha3biBaeTca Can't Buy Me Love, v nNOET eé aHrNUIACKUM
aHcambnb "BuTtns". K coxaneHuto, 3Ta OTKpbITKa He AoXwuna Ao
CEerogHAWHNX OHEN.

Takxe B HEKOTOPbIX CTYAMSIX 3BYKO3arnmcu MOXHO 6bin0 KynuTb
NMOYTOBbIE OTKPbITKU, K KOTOPbIM 6bIIN MPUKPENeHbl MaseHbKne
OAHOCTOPOHHME TMBKME MNACTUHKN W3  MOAMBUHUAXIOPULHOW
NAEHKMN C yXXe 3apaHee 3anucaHHbIMKU My3blKasbHbIMU HOMEpaMM.
Ha Hux oTcyTcTBOBaNM Kakne-nnmbo KaTanoxXHble Uan MaTpuydHbie
HOMepa, He 6bl/I0 U CBEeAEHUI O 3anMCaHHOM Ha HUX My3bIKe.

Heckonbko npuMepoB TakuMX T[UOKMX MOYTOBbIX OTKPbITOK-
nnacTMHOK No 6UTNOBCKOM Teme npeacTaBneHbl Huxe. WX
pa3sMep npakTU4eckn oamMHakoB — npumepHo 10 x 15 cm [3,9 X
5,9 AOMMOB], €C/n He yKa3aHOo MHoe. 3aMepbl NOKa3blBaKT, YTO
AnaMeTp TakuxX NAacTUHOK (ecnm roBoputb O pabouyein obnacTtn)
konebnetrca mexay 9,1 n 10,0 cm [3,6 u 3,9 pwrmoB]. Bce
M3BECTHble Ha cerogHs rubkue KapTOYKU-MNACTUHKM UKMeT
ckopocTb 33 1/3 o6/MuH. Ho BOCnpom3BOAUTbL WX CneayeT Ha
rnpourpbiBaTenax, WMeKWnx OTK/YeHMe aBTocTona, WU C
VCMNONIb30BaHMEM KOPYHAOBOW Wr/bl, MpeAHasHayeHHoOW Ans
NAacTUHOK Ha 78 06/MUH.
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Pic. 1. One-sided flexible postcard-record (front and back sides) with the song Back In The U.S.S.R. (listed by hand as Back in
USSR) by The Beatles. The postcard itself was printed in 1967, but purchased, with music recorded on it, of course later.
Puc. 1. OaHOCTOPOHHSAS rMbkas noyToBas KapToyka-naacTuHka (nvuesas u 06opoTHas CTOpoHbl) ¢ necHen Back In The U.S.S.R.
(ykazaHa pykonucHo kak Back in USSR) B ncnonHeHun "butns". CamMa noytoBas OTKpbITKa H6blna oTneyataHa B 1967 roay, HO
npuobpeTeHa, C 3anNMCaHHOM Ha HeN My3blKOW, eCTEeCTBEHHO, No34Hee.

Postcard_CBML_vad2-1, vad2-2, vad2-3
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Pic. 2. One-sided flexible postcard-record (front and back sides) with the song Can't Buy Me Love (listed by hand, in Russian, a
Bba6unoH (reads as Bahbeelon)) by The Beatles. The blue stamp shows where the recording onto postcard was made: "Kiev, The
Sound-Recording Studio of SVITANOK company, 11 Lesi Ukrainki Boulevard" (the company name in translation from Ukrainian means
"Dawn"). The postcard itself was printed in 1969, but bought, with music recorded on it, in the first half of 70's.

Puc. 2. OQHOCTOPOHHSAS r’Mbkasa NoYToBas KapTo4yka-naacTtuHka (nmueBast 1 060poTHas CTOPOHbI) € necHel Can't Buy Me Love
(ykasaHa pyKOMnuCHO No-pyccku Kak BabmsioH) B ncnonHeHun "butns". CuHuin witemnens CBUAETENbCTBYET, rAe 6bina nponsseaeHa
3anucb Ha OTKpbITKY: "r. Kues, Ctyaus 3Byko3anucu ¢upmel «CBUTAHOK>», bynbsap Jleci YkpaiHku, 11" (B nepeBoAe C yKPanHCKOro
Ha3BaHue pupmMbl 03HavaeT "Pacceet"). CamMa noytoBas OTKpbITKa 6bla oTnevataHa B 1969 roay, HO KynsieHa, C 3aNMMCaHHOW Ha Hel
MY3bIKOW, B MepBOW nosoBmHe 70-X.

Postcard_RnRM_vad1-1, vad1-2, vad1-3
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Pic. 3. One-sided flexible postcard-record (front and back sides) with the song Rock And Roll Music (listed by hand, in Russian, as
Pok-mro3uk (transliteration of the English word collocation Rock-music)) by The Beatles. The blue stamp shows where the recording
onto postcard was made: "Kiev, The Sound-Recording Studio of SVITANOK company, 11 Lesi Ukrainki Boulevard" (the company name
in translation from Ukrainian means "Dawn"). The postcard itself was printed in 1969, but bought, with music recorded on it, in the
first half of 70's.

Puc. 3. O4HOCTOPOHHSSI rMbkasi NoYToBasi KapTouka-naacTuHka (nmuesBas U 0b6opoTHasi CTOpoHbl) ¢ necHelt Rock And Roll Music
(ykasaHa pyKOMUCHO MO-pPyCcCKku Kak POK-MIO3MK) B UCNONHEHUN "BuTn3". CUHUIA WTeMnenb CBUAETENbCTBYET, rae 6bina npomssBeaeHa
3anucb Ha OTKpbITKY: "r. Kues, Ctyausi 3Byko3anucu ¢mupmbl «CBUTAHOK>», BynbBap Jleci YkpaiHku, 11" (B nepeBoae C yKPanHCKOro
Ha3BaHue pupmMbl o3HayaeT "PacceeT"). CaMa no4yToBas OTKpbITKa b6blna oTneyaTtaHa B 1969 roay, HO KynsieHa, C 3aNMCaHHOW Ha Hel
MY3bIKOW, B NepBOW nosoBuHe 70-X.

Postcard_LM_fererro2-1, fererro2-2
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Pic. 4. One-sided flexible postcard-record (front and back sides) with the song Lady Madonna (listed by hand as Lady madonna) by
The Beatles. It's funny that above the song's title it is stated, also by hand but in Russian, that the track is by Rolling Stones. The
postcard itself was printed in 1971, but purchased, with music recorded on it, most likely a bit later.

Puc. 4. OgHOCTOPOHHSS rMbKas NoYToBas KapToyka-naacTuHka (mueBas U1 060poTHaA CTOpPOHbI) ¢ NecHel Lady Madonna (yka3aHa
pykonucHo kak Lady madonna) B ncnonHenuun "butns". 3a6aBHo, YTO HaA Ha3BaHWEM MECHWN TOXe PYKOMUCHO, HO MO-pyCCKU
yKasaHo, 4To 310 noét rpynna "PosimHr CtoHc" ("Rolling Stones"). Cama nouyToBas oTKpbITKa 6b1a oTnevataHa B 1971 roay, HoO
npuobpeTeHa, C 3anNnUCaHHON Ha HeW My3bIKOW, CKOpPEW BCEro, HEMHOrO NMo3aHee.
Postcard_M_Van_lukaninl-1, lukaninl-2
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Pic. 5. One-sided flexible postcard with attached flexible record (front and back sides) with the song Mrs Vandebilt by Paul
McCartney and Wings. Neither the song's title nor the musicians are listed anywhere. The record is connected to the postcard with a
metal staple. The postcard itself was printed in 1974, but purchased, with music recorded on it, most likely a bit later.

Also a video demonstrating the playback of this flexible record is added.

Puc. 5. O4HOCTOPOHHSS rMbkasi NoYToBas KapTouka C NpUKpennéHHoM rmbkoi nnacTMHKon (nnuesas 1 060poTHas CTOPOHbI) C NecHel
Mrs Vandebilt B vicnonHeHun Mona MakkapTHU 1 aHcambna "Kpbinbs" ("Wings"). Hu Ha3BaHWe NecHW, HWU My3bIKaHTbl HUTAE He
yKasaHbl. [1acTuHka coeAnHeHa C OTKPbLITKOM C MOMOLLbIO MeTanimyeckon ckobbl. Cama noyToBasi OTKpbITKa 6blna oTnevaTaHa B 1974
roay, Ho npuobpeTeHa, C 3anMcaHHOM Ha Hell My3bIKOW, CKOpel BCEro, HEMHOrO Mo3AHee.

Takxe aobaBneHo BUAEO, AEMOHCTPUpPYLOLLEe BOCMpOU3BeAeHNEe 3TON MMOKON NNacTUHKK.
Postcard_M_Van_adragal-1, adragal-2, adragal-3
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Pic. 6. Flexible postcard with attached flexible record (front and back sides, unfolded) with the song Mrs Vandebilt by Paul McCartney
and Wings. Neither the song's title nor the musicians are listed anywhere. The record is connected to the postcard with a sticky tape.
The postcard itself was printed in 1974, but purchased, with music recorded on it, most likely a bit later.

Also a video demonstrating the playback of this flexible record is added.

Puc. 6. Tnbkas noyTtoBasi KapTouka C NpUKpenaEHHOM rMbKoM NnacTuHKon (NnuesBas 1 060poTHas CTOPOHbI, Pa3BOPOT) C NecHen Mrs
Vandebilt B ncnonHeHun Mona MakkapTHM 1 aHcambns "Kpbinibs" ("Wings"). HM HasBaHWe necHW, HU My3blKaHTbl HAFAE HE yKa3aHbl.
MnacTuHKa coeAMHeHa C OTKPbITKOW C MOMOLLbIO KNelikol neHTbl. CaMa noyToBasi OTKpbITKa 6bina oTnevaTtaHa B 1974 roay, HO
npruobpeTeHa, C 3anMcaHHOM Ha Hell My3blKOW, CKOpel BCero, HEMHOroO Mo3aHee.

Takxke aobaBfieHO BUAEO, AEMOHCTPMpYIOLLEee BOCNPOU3BEAeHME 3TON rMOKOM NNaCTUHKM.

Postcard_Girl_inet1-1, inet1-2

Pic. 7. One-sided flexible souvenir postcard-record (front and back sides) with the song Girl by The Beatles. The year when this Soviet
souvenir postcard was printed is not stated on it. Photo caption is in six languages (for tourists from different countries). On the back
side there is a red stamp with the words "SOUND LETTERS STUDIO" in Polish. It means that recording onto the Soviet postcard was



made in Poland, and therefore it is likely that it was recorded at the speed not of 33 1/3 rpm, but 45 rpm.

Puc. 7. OAHOCTOPOHHSAS rnbkasi CyBeHMpHas No4YToBas KapToyka-niacTuHka (nmuesasi u 060poTHas CTOPOHbI) C necHen Girl B
ncrnionHeHuu "butns". Foa, koraa 6bina oTrneyaTaHa 3Ta COBETCKas CyBEeHWPHasi MoYTOBasi OTKPbITKA, Ha Hel He ykasaH. [oanuch k
doTorpacdum - Ha wecTn a3bikax (419 TYPUCTOB U3 pasHbiX cTpaH). Ha 060pOoTHON CTOpOHE BMAEH KpacHbIi WTeMnenb Co CloBaMm
"CTYANA 3BYKOBbIX [TMCEM" Ha nonbCKOM s13blke. DTO 03HAYaeT, YTO 3BYKO3anuCb Ha COBETCKYIO OTKPbITKY 6blna nponsseseHa B

Monblue, U NO3TOMY MOXHO NPEAMNOSIOXKUTb, YTO OHa 3anucaHa Ha ckopocTu He 33 1/3 06/MuH, a 45 06/MuUH.

Such flexi postcards are also called sound cards, musical cards,
musical souvenirs.

For brief general information about unofficial and semiofficial
records and their types, refer to the page Illegal and
semilegal Beatles releases in the USSR.
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Takune rnbkue noyToBbIE OTKPbITKM €eLLé Ha3blBalOT 3BYKOBbIMU

OTKPbITKAMW,  My3blKaJlbHbIMWU  OTKPbITKaMu,  My3blKaJbHbIMU
CyBeHUpamu.
KpaTtkyto  obwy  uHpoOpMaumio O  HeopuuManbHbIX W

nonyoduumanbHbiX MaacTUHKax U
cTpaHvuue HeneranbHble wn
"Butn3" B CCCP.

nx Tnnax CMOTPUTE Ha
nonyneraJjibHblie n3paHua
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If You have any information about other releases or remarks
additions and corrections please contact us!

Ecnu y Bac ectb ntobasi nHpopmaumsi o Apyrux nsgaHmsax
WY 3aMeyaHunsi, AOMOJIHEHUS U UCMpaBfeHus,
npocbba cBsA3aTbCs C Hamu!
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