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1.Formula 1 09:17
2.Formula2 07:05
3.Formula3 07:47
4. Formula4d 06:42
5.Formula5 06:52
6. Formula 6 11:19
7.Formula 7 06:03
8. Formula8 11:58
9. Formula 9 07:13

Total time / ObLuee Bpema: 74:16



This album has no concept or idea that precedes the music. Nine pieces: Formula 1, Formula
2, and so on, up to Formula 9. The ancient formulas for working with material — chacanne,
passacaglia, canon, counterpoint, rondo — perfectly correspond to ‘minimalist’ thinking.
With their help, we discover endless configurations of sounds within simple melodic and
harmonic patterns. These sounds produced by the piano become an object for meditation.

As always, it is important for me to find the right piano for each recording — the one
that helps the music sound the way | want. Among other things, each album is a sonic
image inseparable from the music itself and its performance. This search would lead
me to Steinway pianos made in the 1930s and 1950s, and to the modern Faziolis and
Bosendorfers. And this time | wanted to find an instrument that has absolutely nothing
to do with sterile perfection of live/studio standards. Carina Abramyan, a producer at
Melodiya, took me to the Museum of Music, where they showed me a 1909 Steinway once
owned by the eminent pianist Nikolai Petrov (1943-2011). This instrument is absolutely
amazing. Every key seems to have its own expressiveness and individuality different from
other keys. Some mechanical sounds of a keyboard action can also be heard — as it usually
happens with the mechanics of a harpsichord and with guitar string slides. There is some
‘imperfection” in this piano (unlike the faultlessly smooth bright sound of today’s concert
grands), but this is what makes this instrument really special. | am grateful to the museum
staff for creating ideal environment for my work. And, of course, | am grateful to Carina.
Thanks to her this album sounds this way.

AB 2021

Translated by Nikolai Kuznetsov / AB

Y 310r0 anbboMa HeT HMKaKOW KOHLENUMM MW Maeu, KoTopasa npeaectsoBana bbl My3blKe.
[esAtb nbec: ®opmyna 1, ®opmyna 2 — 1 Tak ganee, 4o Oopmynbl 9. CrapuHHble Gopmynbl
paboTbl C MaTepuanoM — YaKOHa, MaccakanuA, KaHOH, KOHTPaNyHKT, POHOO — waeanbHo
COOTBETCTBYIOT  «MUHUMANMCTCKOMY»  MbilLAeHWI0. C WX nomoLubio Mbl  06Hapyu1BaeM
BeCKOHeUHble KOHPUIypaLMM 3BYKOB BHYTPM MPOCTbIX MENOAWMYECKMX W FapMOHWUYECKMX
nocTpoeHnit. 06 beKTOM ANA MeauTaLmm ABNAIOTCA, COBCTBEHHO, CaMM 3TV 3BYKM, U3BNIEKAEMble
V3 poArnA.

Kak Bcerga, MHe Ba'KHO HaWUTW ONA Kax[OOM 3anMCyM MMEHHO TOT poAnb, HA KOTOPOM 3Ta
My3blKa byeT 3By4aThb TaK, Kak MHe xouetcA. Kamabii anbbom — 310, MOMMMO BCEr0 MPOYEro,
eLle ¥ 3BYKOBOM 06pa3, HEOTAENMMBIA OT Camoi My3blKM U e UCMOAHEHUA. 3TN MOUCKM
npueoaunM MeHa K posanam Steinway 1930-x n 1950-x rogos, K coBpeMeHHbIM Fazioli
v Bosendorfer. A B 3T0T pa3 MHe XOTENOCb HaMTV UHCTPYMEHT, He MMEIOLLMIA COBCEM HUYErD
06LLero ¢ 6e3ynpeyHoi CTepUIBHOCTLIO KOHLIEPTHO-CTYAMMHOMD CTaHaapTa. KapuHa Abpams,
npogtocep «Menogmm», npreesna MeHA B My3eit My3blki, rae MHe nokasanm Steinway 1909 roga,
Koroa-To MpUHaOfeaBlUMiA Bblgatolwemyca muanHucty Huwkonawo [letposy (1943-2011).
WHCTpYMeHT coBepLUEHHO YAMBUTENbHBIN. Y HEro Karkdan HoTa Kak bydro 6el obnagaet cBoen
BbIPA3WTE/bHOCTBI0 M MHAVMBUAYANbHOCTLIO, HE MOXOMEN Ha Opyrve HOTbl. MHorma cribilUHbI
MEXaHWYECKMe MPU3BYKM — KaK 370 ObIBAET Y MEeXaHWKW KNaBecvHa WM y CTPYH rUTapbl.
B 310M ecTb HEeKOTOpOe «HECOBEPLUEHCTBO» (B OTMYME OT MAeanbHO POBHOMO APKOMO 3BYKa
COBPEMEHHbIX OOMbLLMX KOHLEPTHbIX POASEN), HO UMEHHO 3T0 WM [enaeT 3TOT MHCTPYMEHT
0C0beHHbIM. A1 bnarofapeH COTPYAHMKAM My3ed, KOTopble CO3Aanu MaeanbHble YCIoBUA AnA
pabotkl. /, KoHeuHo, bnaroaapeH KapuHe. 310T anbbom 3By4MT MMEHHO Tak briaroaapa en.

AB 2021
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MEAOAWUS

COYMHEHO B ANPEJIE — WIOHE 2020 rOLIA

3ANMCAHO B POCCUMCKOM HALIMOHANBHOM MY3EE MY3bIKI B HOABPE 2020 FOIA
MOHTAM 11 CBE[IEHVE CAENAHbI B [IEKABPE 2020 [0J1A

POATb: STEINWAY B 1909 TO1IA

HACTPO/KA M MHTOHUPOBKA POATIfL: CEPTEN XOXTIAYEB
JANUCb, MOHTAM, CBELIEHUE: A

MACTEPUHT: MAKCWM NINIMOB

OOTOr PA@UI HA OBJIOHKKE 1 B BYKNETE: UPA TIONIAPHAA
[IU3AVH: TPUTOPUI #KYKOB

MEPEBO/] AHHOTALIVY: HKOMAV KY3HELIOB / AB
PYKOBOLWTENb MPOEKTA: KAPUHA ABPAMAH

MEHELIMEP NPOEKTA: MAPUHA BE3PYKOBA

BbINYCKAOLLIWI PEJAKTOP- HATATIbA CTOPYAK

KOPPEKTOP: OJ1bIA TAPAHUHEBA

LIMOPOBOE W3MAHME: [IMUTPUI MACTIAKOB, ATITIA KOCTPIOKOBA

CMACYBO: KAPVHE ABPAMAH, HATATTbE EMETTMHOM, MAPUW HECTEPOBOIA

WRITTEN IN APRIL — JUNE 2020

RECORDED AT THE RUSSIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MUSIC IN NOVEMBER 2020
EDITED AND MIXED IN DECEMBER 2020

PIANG: 1909 STEINWAY B

PIANO TUNING AND VOICING: SERGEY KHOKHLACHEV
RECORDED, EDITED AND MIXED BY AB

MASTERED BY MAXIM PILIPOV

COVER AND LINER PHOTOS BY IRA POLYARNAYA

DESIGN BY GRIGORY ZHUKOV

LINER NOTES TRANSLATED BY NIKOLAI KUZNETSOV / AB
LABEL MANAGER: CARINA ABRAMYAN

PROJECT MANAGER: MARINA BEZRUKOVA

EXECUTIVE EDITOR: NATALIA STORCHAK

PROOFREADER: OLGA PARANICHEVA

DIGITAL RELEASE: DMITRY MASLYAKOV, ALLA KOSTRYUKOVA

SPECIAL THANKS TO: CARINA ABRAMYAN, NATALIA EMELINA, MARIA NESTERQVA
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